MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF DITTON PRIORS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 13th September 2007 IN THE VILLAGE HALL STATION ROAD AT 7.30PM.  

1. Public Session: Stuart Toulson from SCC Oak Farm attended the meeting to explain the proposed composting scheme planned for the centre.  The Day service at the centre provides vocational training on 30 acres.  The composting scheme will provide a resource locally for Ditton Priors.  The aim is to reduce carbon emissions and reduce green waste going to landfill.  The scheme will be an ambassador for recycling and education.  It will provide realistic work for the day service and is a way of helping the local community.  The clients are less skilled and forking, shovelling and sweeping are ideal occupations.  The scheme will be open from 10am to 3.30pm Monday-Friday depending on need a trial Saturday morning period will take place. There will be a concrete pad for dropping off the green waste and shredding the larger stuff.   A record of the intake is to be kept to monitor the reduction in green waste taken to landfill.  In order to participate there will be a membership scheme to monitor who is bringing waste to the site.  Planning has been approved for three years today. Some hedging has to be removed and some other put in to fulfil the requirements for the planning.  A grant of £2500 has been obtained from the ANOB sustainable development fund and a further £1100 has been raised in cash and kind with help from the dog show.  Local contractors will be used.  Stuart thanked the parish council for their support.  The compost will be used on the farm initially.

2. Acceptance of apologies:  Apologies were accepted from Cllr Till and District Cllr Tindall.  Present: Cllrs G Russell, M Russell, Wentworth, Fieldhouse, Smith and Collingridge.  Also present County Cllr Gibbon and two members of the public.
3. Cllr Smith to sign declaration of office:   Cllr Smith signed his declaration of office.
4. Co opt to fill casual vacancy:  It was RESOLVED to co opt Cllr Toulson to fill the casual vacancy.  Cllr Toulson signed his declaration of office.
5.   Declaration of interests:  a. prejudicial:  Cllr Collingridge planning application seen between meetings re Bank Top Farm.  Cllr Collingridge did not comment on the application.
                                                  B. Personal:  None.  
       6.   Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 12th July 2007:  It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 12th July 2007.     

       7.   Matters arising: a. Bus Shelter on The Old Pound area:  A map showing the area has been received from the land registry.  A statutory declaration is the next step.  It was RESOLVED to take the next step and allow the clerk to find a solicitor to draw up the papers for the declaration and chose the one that is best value for money.
      b. Street name and litter bin.  The sign in Bent Lane is now back in place.
8.    Shropshire County Council Report: Cty Cllr Gibbon reported the Shropshire Waste Partnership contract has been awarded to Violia.  Their preferred method of disposal will be incarnation.  With a plant at Battlefield subject to planning permission.  Unitary authority is going to happen subject to the judicial review currently under way.  The elections will be in 2009.  The interim board will be made up of cabinet members from SCC and representatives from the district councils except SABC.
9.   Bridgnorth District Council Reports:  No report.
10. Quality Status:  Now the second election has happened the Parish Council qualifies for Quality Status.  Clerk has received a folder to fill and will start to complete it.  Clerk will find out what the next step is.  Action clerk to contact SALC re next step.
11. Housing Needs Survey: There is an indication in the responses that a small scheme is needed in Ditton Priors.  Fiona Stewart will report further shortly.
12. Newsletter: Items for the next newsletter 30mph, composting, update on housing needs survey, quality status, accounts, dog fouling, litter bin, free tree scheme, new list of councillors , new tree officer  and book club. Clerk to do a welcome letter also.  Action clerk to write to d haslam and do a draft for the newsletter.
13. Parish Plan: a. Bridgnorth opportunity fund grant application.  Clerk to find someone to write a feasibly study of what the parish council can do to reduce its carbon footprint. 
14. Flooding in Ditton Priors:  District Councillor Tindall has written to the parish council confirming he had been working with the  District Council to ensure Mr Corfield’s bungalow was dried out.  It was RESOLVED to contact BDC to review provison of flood defences for the bungalows to  prevent this happening again.  Cty Cllr Gibbon agreed to ask SCC highways to review the culvert taking the water under the road.  Action clerk to contact BDC housing and SCC. 
15. Roads:    a.  Any new problems, i, trees plants in verge.  Clerk has received a complaint about trees planted in the verge near Church Farm Ditton Priors.  There are no regulations preventing planting of trees in conservation area and near a listed building.  Clerk to contact SCC re trees planted in the verge.  Action clerk to report trees to SCC
                       ii, abandoned car Hillside: A resident from Hillside has re ported   an abandoned car on Hillside no number plate or tax disc. Clerk to report abandoned car to BDC.  Action clerk to report car to BDC and let member of public know what action has been taken..
                       iii, Letter from Mr G T Clarke Ruthall re minor works .  Mr Clarke wrote to SCC regarding several minor road issues. His letter was lost for 9  months .  SCC has arranged for all the jobs to be done except changing the directional signage at the junction to Ditton Priors in Monkhopton.  Cty Cllr Gibbon promised to pursue this matter.  Clerk to give copies of correspondence to Cllr Gibbon.  Clerk to contact SCC regarding rearranging signage at Monkhopton  junction. Action clerk to copy correspondence and contact Cllr Gibbon and SCC.
b. Response from last month’s email: overgrown hedge at bottom of Bent Lane, owners have been contacted and work will be carried out repairs to road between Derrington and Monkhopton and road near Botwood Farm.  Works will be carried out in accordance with highways maintenance programme.
c. Consider the 30mph new proposals from SCC.  It was RESOLVED to approve the new scheme.  30mph at village sign in Station Road and beyond the playing fields in Vicarage Road.  Also some caution children slow signs near shop
d. Highway Maintenance works for 2007-08.  Noted.
       16. Planning:  a. New Applications: Ful/07/0703 Erection of an agricultural building Vallets Farm Lower Netchwood.  It was RESOLVED to raise no objection to this application.
             Seen during August break:  SCC Proposed community composting scheme location .  No objection
FUL/07/0643 Erection of an agricultural building Home Farm Middleton Priors. NO objection.
FUL/07/0647 Change of use of redundant farm building to a residential dwelling with B1 Business us Bank Top Farm Station Road Ditton Priors.  Objections along the same lines as previous applications.
App/J3205/A/07/2049954 Change of use of redundant farm building to a residential dwelling with ancillary office Bank Top Farm Ditton Priors .Objections.
b. Decisions:
c. BDC LDF Revised local development scheme, affordable housing SPD, Claverley Parish Plan SPD adoption.  Noted
d. BDC Core strategy development plan sustainability appraisal scoping report . Noted
e. BDC Policy H10 Consultation on lowering site thresholds.  NOted
c. Any other urgent planning matters.
17. Finance: a. Invoices to pay: It was RESOLVED to pay the following invoices EON £63.94, £113.00, Smiths of Derby £188.00, SCC £220.00, UHY Hacker Young £156.63 and Brennan& Wiseman Ltd £1837.12.   

             b. second instalment of precept received £2750.00. Noted.
             c. Amendments to clerk’s contract.  DEfered.
             d. EON Central Networks unmetered electricity connections agreement.  It was RESOLVED to approved the connections agreement.
              e. Approve the external Audit for the year ended 31.3.07.  It was RESOLVED to approve the external audit unqualified.
              f. npower information about electricity supply charges.  Noted.
18. Correspondence: a   Parish Plan event for communities who have completed their plan nearest event Morville 4thOctober 2007.  Clerk and Cllr Collingridge to attend.
       b. SCC Walking for life leaflet launch nearest Severn Centre Highley 18th October. Noted.
       c. BDC Unitary Authority an approach to implementation a consultation (government). Noted.
       d. SCC Enhancements to rural bus services stakeholder consultation.  Clerk to write to support the proposals.
        e. Shropshire Fire and Rescue Your Fire and Rescue Service is changing – a consultation. Noted.
        f. Shropshire Ambulance Service consultation. Noted.
        g.SCC Draft Countryside access strategy for Shropshire – A consultation.  Hnaded to Cllr Toulson.
     h. Global Village Project – information enclosed .  Organsiations in the village informed.  Clerk to send a copy to the school.
      i. SCC Annual events taking place in parish –  Bridgnorth Walk
      j.SALC training timetable and AGM programme. Noted. 
      k. Support & advice for community and voluntary groups in Bridgnorth. Noted.
      l. The Community Foundation for Shropshire and Telford funding available. noted
      m. various sundry correspondences available for viewing. noted
       19. Items at Chair’s discretion:  Clerk to ask for some bus time tables for the village. 
       20. Date of next scheduled meeting Thursday 11th October 2007.  The meeting was declared closed at 9.35pm.
