
[image: image1.wmf]MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF DITTON PRIORS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 10

th

 May 2007 IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL STATION ROAD AT 7.30PM.  

 

 

1.

 

Public Session:  

No members of the public were present.

 

2.

 

Acceptance of apologies:  

No apologies were received.  Present Cllr

 Moules, G Russell, M Russell, Wentworth, Fieldhouse, Till, Collingridge, 

District Cllr Tindall and County Cllr Gibbon.

 

3.

 

Sign Declaration of Office and new register of interests as per new code of conduct.  

All councillors signed their declaration of office

 and 

handed in their register of interests.

 

4.

 

It was RESOLVED to elect councillors to the following positions

 

      

a.   Chairman:  Cllr J Moules.

 

            

b.  Vice Chairman:  Cllr J Collingridge.

 

c.

 

SALC area committee:  Cllr J Collingridge.

 

d.

 

Tree Warden:  C

llr Wentworth but clerk to advertise to see if there is anyone in the community who would like to do the job.

 

e.

 

Village Hall Committee:  Cllrs G & M Russell

 

f.

 

Footpaths:  Cllr Collingridge

 

g.

 

Playing Fields Association:  Cllr Moules

 

                  h.   Any oth

er representative: no others.

 

5.

   

Declaration of interests:  

a. prejudicial:  Cllr Collingridge in planning application 07/0321.

 

             

b

.

 Personal:  Cllr Collingridge in planning application 07/0353 and Cllr Fieldhouse in item 18f grant to Ditton P

riors PCC.

 

      6.    

Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 12

th

 April 2007:  

It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the minutes of the 

meeting held on Thursday 12

th

 April 2007.

 

7.

 

   Matters Arising: a. 

Bus Shelter on The Old Pound area:  The lan

d is not registered on the Land Registry data base.  Clerk can go to 

Shropshire Archives to look at the records to search for information regarding to ownership. 

 

      b.

 Station Road safety : SCC feel there is little that can be done to improve safety in

 this area due to lack of funds and only 15 children walking 

to school.  County Cllr Gibbon said he would look into the issue.

 

      c.

 Planters for village signs:  the planters are near completion.  The Westerbys are happy to have one under the sign near 

their home. 

 

d.

 

Modules studied to date for degree by clerk: Clerk explained the 8 modules studied during the last two years.

 

e.

 

Fly tipping:  The fly tipping incidents at Derrington and in Sandy Lane has been dealt with.

 

f.

 

SCC article re parish plan: The Article 

was not what was originally asked for it was to be part of an article about how unitary authority 

can help communities who have done a Parish Plan complete their action plan.  Clerk and Mrs Till have received apologies and Ditton Priors 

will not be in the 

article. 

 

8.

 

Shropshire County Council Report: 

County Cllr

 

Gibbon apologised for not attending the last meeting.  He can confirm the 30mph is to come 

to Ditton Priors in the current financial year.  There are one or two issues to be addressed before the limit

 can be applied.  The streetlights need 

improving or repeater signs will need to be placed regularly through the village. SCC AD Phil Crossland is currently working on the issues. The  

Trading Standards dept are using a call centre system in Coventry.  Thi

s is proving very effective and meaning trading standards officers can work on 

major investigations.  They have already completed 3 of these this year.  The Allocation of CSOs for Shropshire should be 106 the figure is stuck at 72 

with funding being used f

or other things.

 

9.

 

Bridgnorth District Council Reports: 

District Cllr Tindall was re elected and he said there was little to report because of the election.  He will 

have more to report at the next meeting.

      

 

10. Quality Status: 

Clerk has done some inves

tigation work.  SCC will increase the amount paid under the Highway Maintenance scheme to 

£1500.00.  The government have a Quality Council pot that should be filled again grants of £5000.00.  BDC treat all councils the same.  Clerk has been 

unable to find 

out the full cost of an election.  It was agreed clerk to seek an appointment with John Harmeston about the matter before the next meeting.  

Action clerk to make an appointment.

 

11.Two Vacancies to fill: co opt or election?

  The vacancies can be filled by 

co option but that will mean parish council will not be able to go for 

Quality Status

.  

If no one is co opted after 35 days the vacancies are treated as casual vacancies.

 

12. Housing Needs Survey: 

BDC are ready to progress with the survey.  Fiona Stewart w

ould like to attend the next meeting along with Paul Sutton 

from South Shropshire Housing Association.  It was agreed to invite her.  

Action clerk to invite FS and PS to meeting

  

 

13. Shropshire ANOB Blue Remembered Hills Project: 

The Blue Remembered Hills

 project is coming to an end four artists have been employed 

to interpret the projects.  They are meeting in Ditton Priors on the 16ht May 07.  Clerk to contact the project to find out what publicity there has been 

about this meeting.  The ANOB office is s

tarting a “friends of Shropshire Hills scheme”.  Clerk to find out if Parish Councils can join.  

 

Action clerk to 

contact BRH project and the Friends scheme.

 

14.  Newsletter:  

Articles for the newsletter tree warden, police officers, flowers, youth club.

 

15.

 

 

Parish Plan: 

Clerk asked councillors to study their copy to see if they could carry out any of   the actions.

 

16.

 

Roads:    

a.  Any new problems:  The road surface the Ruthall Junction is poor again.  The edge of the road by the Water Tower 

is breaking away.
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF DITTON PRIORS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 10th May 2007 IN THE VILLAGE HALL STATION ROAD AT 7.30PM.  


1. Public Session:  No members of the public were present.

2. Acceptance of apologies:  No apologies were received.  Present Cllr Moules, G Russell, M Russell, Wentworth, Fieldhouse, Till, Collingridge, District Cllr Tindall and County Cllr Gibbon.

3. Sign Declaration of Office and new register of interests as per new code of conduct.  All councillors signed their declaration of office and handed in their register of interests.

4. It was RESOLVED to elect councillors to the following positions


      a.   Chairman:  Cllr J Moules.


            b.  Vice Chairman:  Cllr J Collingridge.


c. SALC area committee:  Cllr J Collingridge.


d. Tree Warden:  Cllr Wentworth but clerk to advertise to see if there is anyone in the community who would like to do the job.


e. Village Hall Committee:  Cllrs G & M Russell


f. Footpaths:  Cllr Collingridge


g. Playing Fields Association:  Cllr Moules


                  h.   Any other representative: no others.


5.   Declaration of interests:  a. prejudicial:  Cllr Collingridge in planning application 07/0321.

             b. Personal:  Cllr Collingridge in planning application 07/0353 and Cllr Fieldhouse in item 18f grant to Ditton Priors PCC.


      6.    Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 12th April 2007:  It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 12th April 2007.


7.    Matters Arising: a. Bus Shelter on The Old Pound area:  The land is not registered on the Land Registry data base.  Clerk can go to Shropshire Archives to look at the records to search for information regarding to ownership. 


      b. Station Road safety : SCC feel there is little that can be done to improve safety in this area due to lack of funds and only 15 children walking to school.  County Cllr Gibbon said he would look into the issue.


      c. Planters for village signs:  the planters are near completion.  The Westerbys are happy to have one under the sign near their home. 


d. Modules studied to date for degree by clerk: Clerk explained the 8 modules studied during the last two years.


e. Fly tipping:  The fly tipping incidents at Derrington and in Sandy Lane has been dealt with.


f. SCC article re parish plan: The Article was not what was originally asked for it was to be part of an article about how unitary authority can help communities who have done a Parish Plan complete their action plan.  Clerk and Mrs Till have received apologies and Ditton Priors will not be in the article. 


8. Shropshire County Council Report: County Cllr Gibbon apologised for not attending the last meeting.  He can confirm the 30mph is to come to Ditton Priors in the current financial year.  There are one or two issues to be addressed before the limit can be applied.  The streetlights need improving or repeater signs will need to be placed regularly through the village. SCC AD Phil Crossland is currently working on the issues. The  Trading Standards dept are using a call centre system in Coventry.  This is proving very effective and meaning trading standards officers can work on major investigations.  They have already completed 3 of these this year.  The Allocation of CSOs for Shropshire should be 106 the figure is stuck at 72 with funding being used for other things.

9. Bridgnorth District Council Reports: District Cllr Tindall was re elected and he said there was little to report because of the election.  He will have more to report at the next meeting.      


10. Quality Status: Clerk has done some investigation work.  SCC will increase the amount paid under the Highway Maintenance scheme to £1500.00.  The government have a Quality Council pot that should be filled again grants of £5000.00.  BDC treat all councils the same.  Clerk has been unable to find out the full cost of an election.  It was agreed clerk to seek an appointment with John Harmeston about the matter before the next meeting.  Action clerk to make an appointment.


11.Two Vacancies to fill: co opt or election?  The vacancies can be filled by co option but that will mean parish council will not be able to go for Quality Status.  If no one is co opted after 35 days the vacancies are treated as casual vacancies.

12. Housing Needs Survey: BDC are ready to progress with the survey.  Fiona Stewart would like to attend the next meeting along with Paul Sutton from South Shropshire Housing Association.  It was agreed to invite her.  Action clerk to invite FS and PS to meeting  

13. Shropshire ANOB Blue Remembered Hills Project: The Blue Remembered Hills project is coming to an end four artists have been employed to interpret the projects.  They are meeting in Ditton Priors on the 16ht May 07.  Clerk to contact the project to find out what publicity there has been about this meeting.  The ANOB office is starting a “friends of Shropshire Hills scheme”.  Clerk to find out if Parish Councils can join.   Action clerk to contact BRH project and the Friends scheme.


14.  Newsletter:  Articles for the newsletter tree warden, police officers, flowers, youth club.

15.  Parish Plan: Clerk asked councillors to study their copy to see if they could carry out any of   the actions.

16. Roads:    a.  Any new problems:  The road surface the Ruthall Junction is poor again.  The edge of the road by the Water Tower is breaking away.


b.  Response from last month’s email:  The road markings around the Church and in South Road have been done.  The potholes by the doctors will be filled in.  Lorries reversing opposite the church.  Nothing can be done to prevent the lorries doing this.   


17. Planning:  a New Applications: Councillor Collingridge left the room at this point 07/0321 Change of use of redundant farm building to a residential dwelling with ancillary office Bank Top Farm Ditton Priors.  It was RESOLVED to object because the building is not redundant.  There are still animals on the farm.  The building made of precast concrete, which has historic value in Ditton Priors.  The conversion will not be in keeping with the existing house.


      Councillor Collingridge returned to the meeting.


      07/0353 Erection of a single storey side extension Wellmeadow Vicarage Road Ditton Priors.  It was RESOLVED to raise no objection to this application.


      07/0357 Erection of a two storey side extension Derrington Cottage Ditton Priors.  It was RESOLVED to raise no objection to this application.     

Responded to between meetings 07/0275 Conversion of redundant building to holiday cottage and installation of a septic Tank. Powkesmore Cottage Ashfield Road Ditton Priors.


b. Decisions: 


c. APP/FUL/07/0112 Alterations to building to form residential dwelling.  Powkesmore Cottage Ditton Priors. WITHDRAWN.  Noted.


c. BDC Draft Housing Strategy – a consultation.  No response required.


 d. Any other urgent planning matters. Concerns have been raised about the composting project at Oak Farm and the possible need for planning permission.  Clerk to investigate. 


18. Finance: a. It was RESOLVED to pay the following invoices J Moules £7.47, Npower £146.69, Eon £363.87 and SALC £173.84, 


b. Complete forms for new bank account.  The form to be passed round for personal signatures to be added.


c. Amendments to clerk’s contract.  Chair took away papers to study. 


d. Approve accounts for the year ended 31.3.07.  It was RSOLVED to sign and approve the accounts for the year ended 31.3.07


e. Smiths of Derby Clock Maintenance offer of discount.  Before signing the contract clek to contact Ditton Priors PCC.


f. Consider grant to Ditton Priors PCC. It was RESOLVED to pay £300.00 in a grant.


19. Correspondence: a.  Clerks and Councils Direct. Noted. 


b. BDC Members Bulletin April 07. Noted.


c. CAB Thank you. Noted.


d. Parish Pump. Noted.


e. SALC various training opportunities . Noted.


f. The Playing Fields. Noted.


g. Jan Snell Award 2007.  Clerk to complete entry form.


      20. Items at Chair’s discretion:  None.


      21.  Date of next scheduled meeting Thursday 14th June 2007.  The meeting was declared closed at 9.45pm.



